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Editorial: Once again the world is witnessing the hard-
heartedness of U.S. imperialism that was displayed during
Hurricane Katrina — but this time on a grander scale — as the
U.S. govemment asserts its domination over earthquake
ravaged Haiti: And who did President Obama pick to head up
the “relief effort?” Why George W. Bush, (presumably because
he did so well during Katrina), and Bill Clinton. These ex-
presidents do have experience at invading Haiti, and that's just
what the U.S. relief effort has been — a military invasion.

Right away, the U.S. military took over the Port-au-Prince airport
and made sure its transporting troops and their supplies took
precedence over the intemational relief effort, and the puppet
Haitian government was instructed to stop the search for people
buried in the rubble. Next, the U.S. military decided to hait the
evacuation of critically wounded patients back to the U.S. The
excuse given was that Gov. Charlie Crist of Florida, a Republican
running for the Senate and a presidential hopeful, asked the
federal government to shoulder some of the cost of the care.

Florida's officials insisted that the state’s hospitals had not
refused to take more patients. Dr. Green of the Miami Miller
School of Medicine said that his group was evacuating around
two dozen patients a day from the emergency diinic they set upin
the airport until the U.S. military stopped the flights.

The White House denied that it had sanctioned the suspension
of flights, and President Obama ordered that they be resumed
after the world press got hold of the story. But with only a trickle
of seriously injured being evacuated in the first place, one has to
question the administration’s priorities. Florida claims it has taken
some 500 cases, (the Feds say 435), but most of these seem to
have been U.S. and other nationals. With 250,000 people injured
(and 200,000 dead) the Department of Homeland Security says it
has only extended humanitarian parole to 34 non-U.S. citizens to
receive treatment covered by Medicare.

Yet polls show that 45% of U.S. families have donated money to
-help the relief effort. Dr. Green stated that, “We have offers from
almost every major university hospital in the United States to take
patients... We can't care for them on the ground.” But Maj.
James Lowe disagreed, claiming that the need for evacuation of
the critically injured had “significantly declined.”

To understand the attitudes and reluctance to help the Haitian
people, we must dig into the rubble of the history of Amerikan
imperialism and the long suffering of the Haitian people,
particularly since 1910. That was the year that the National City
Bank of New York (now Citibank) bought the Banque National
d'Haiti — Haiti’s only commercial bank and its national treasury.

Five years later, President Woodrow Wilson ordered the military
invasion and occupation of Haiti to protect U.S. investments. Until
1934, the U.S. Marines murdered Haitian patriots and made Haiti
safe for U.S. bankers to lay claim to 40% of the country’s gross
domestic product.

In 1957, the U.S. imposed the regime of “Papa Doc” Duvalier,
whose Tonton Macoutes death squads disappeared some
30,000 Haitians and forced many more to flee the country. When
he died in 1971, his son “Baby Doc” took over, and socked away
between $300 to $800 million in Swiss accounts, before Ronald
Reagan had to send the Marines to wisk him into exile in France
before the Haitian people got ahold of him.

Since then the U.S, twice deposed the popularly elected presidert,
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. And in 2004, the CIA kidnapped him to
Afrika, where he remains under virtual house amrest But the
tragedy goes on and will likely intensify as it has been revealed that
Hatti is sitting on top of major ol and gas reserves, which the U.S.
oil companies have known for some time.

In building NASO, we must find ways to involve our Haitian New
Afrikan brothers and sisters and unite their struggles with our own.
We have a common history of slavery and oppression, and a
common enemy in capitalist-imperialism.

Panther Love!
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Haiti Earthquake

The 2010 Haiti earthquake was a catastrophic magnitude 7.0
earthquake. Its epicenter was near the town of Leogane,
approximately 25 km (16 miles) west of Port-au-Prince, the
capital. The earthquake occurred at 16:53 local time on
Tuesday, January 12, 2010. By January 24th, at least 52
aftershocks measuring 4.5 or greater had been recorded. As of
Feb. 12th, an estimated three million people were affected by
the quake, and the Haitian Govemment reports that between
217,000 and 230,000 people had been identified as dead, an
estimated 300,000 injured, and an estimated 1,000,000
homeless. The death toll is expected to rise. They also
estimated that 250,000 residences and 30,000 commercial
buildings had collapsed or were severely damaged.

The earthquake caused major damage to Port-au-Prince,
Jacmel and other cities in the region. Many notable landmark
buildings were significantly damaged or destroyed, including
the Presidential Palace, the National Assembly building, the
Port-au-Prince Cathedral, and the main jail. Among those killed
were Archbishop of Port-au-Prince Joseph Serge Miot, and
opposition leader Micha Gaillard. The headquarters of the
United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH),
located in the capital, collapsed, killing many, including the
Mission's Chief, Hedi Annabi.

Many countries responded to appeals for humanitarian aid,
pledging funds and dispatching rescue and medical teams,
engineers and support personnel. Communication systems,
air, land, and sea transport facilities, hospitals, and electrical
networks had been damaged by the earthquake, which
hampered rescue and aid efforts; confusion over who was in
charge, air traffic congestion, and problems with
prioritization of flights further complicated early relief work.
Port-au-Prince's morgues were quickly overwhelmed; tens
of thousands of bodies were buried in mass graves. As
rescues tailed off, supplies, medical care and sanitation
became priorities. Delays in aid distribution led to angry
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appeals from aid workers and survivors, and some looting
and sporadic violence were observed.

On January 22nd, the United Nations noted that the
emergency phase of the relief operation was drawing to a
close, and on the following day the Haitian government
officially called off the search for survivors.Ql

Wyclef Jean's Haiti Earthquake Relief Mission
January 13, 2010

Wyclef Jean is taking the lead in asking for help and
assistance for the millions of people affected by the massive
earthquake that struck Haiti.
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According to his Twitter post, the singer, born on the istand,
is headed to Haiti Wednesday morning, "l am on my way to
the D R to get to Haiti. Please urge you council men
governors etc., we need a state of emergency for Haiti."

"Haiti today faced a natural disaster of unprecedented
proportion, an earthquake unlike anything the country has
ever experienced," Jean wrote on his Web site. The
earthquake, the largest the island has seen in more than
200 years, struck around 4:50 p.m. on Tuesday.

Jean has set up a donation page on his Yele Haiti
Foundation Web site (the site has been down Wednesday
morning, possibly due to high traffic). According to
Wikipedia, Jean set up the foundation and yele.org in 2005
to provide scholarships to children in Haiti after the
devastation by Hurricane Jeanne.

On his Web site Jean said people can make a donation by
texting "Yele" to 501501, which will automatically donate $5
to the Yele Haiti Earthquake Fund (it will be charged to your
cell phone bill.)

He spoke on CNN Tuesday night and said he was talking to a
fiend on the phone in Haiti when she said, "l think an
earthquake is coming,” and the call was dropped. After
contacting her again he was told that buildings were collapsing.

“There are 4 million Haitians outside of Haiti and this is the
time for... them to step up and call their congressman,” Jean
told CNN's Anderson Cooper. "We need a state of
emergency right now."

Jean's sister and family are also working to get aid to the
nation. Melky Jean spoke to WNYW-TV Wednesday and
said that she has been contacting people through Facebook
and Twitter while cell phone coverage has been spotty.
"We're hoping for the best. The Haitian people are very
resilient,” she said.

Yele Haiti P.0. Box 2345 New York NY 10108
Are We in Haiti because of Oil?

Peter Schlosser

Prisonplanet.com
Thursday, January 21st, 2010

It has been a little over a week since the devastating
earthquake hit just outside Port au Prince, Haiti. Since that
day, | have watched in horror as the Haitian people and their
society have quickly submerged into a quagmire of social
unrest and political grandstanding. Once | observed the
mass-murder posse of Team Obama, Bush and Clinton
begin circling the wagons and the rapid U.S. militarization of
Port au Prince, including the occupation of the Presidential
Palace, to the tune of now almost 10,000 U.S. boots on the
ground, | began to get suspicious. Call me crazy. | know of
the sad history of Haiti imposed upon the tiny former slave
nation by one imperial power after the next. But when | see
10,000 American soldiers descend upon a nation in less
than a week, my radar flies into the red zone. Just when |
was beginning to brush up on the story behind the story
regarding Yemen, now I'm thrashed about one more time
and forced to begin scrambling for the next story behind the
story for this week's latest NWO hot topic.

After a few hours on the Interet, | discovered an article
posted in January of 2008 robbing-peoole-blind.htmi
indicating that large amounts of, you guessed it; Ol had
indeed been discovered in Haiti a short while back.
According to the article, scientists Ginette and Daniel
Mathurin indicated that "under Haitian soil it is rich in oil and
fuel.” "We have identified 20 oil sites." said Daniel Mathurin
stating that "5 of them are considered of great importance
by specialists and pofiticians.”

"The Central Plateau, including the region of Thomonde, the
plain of the Cul-de-Sac and the bay of Port-au-Prince are full
of hydrocarbons,” he said adding that "the oil reserves of
Haiti are more important than those of Venezuela." "An
Olympic pool compared to a glass of water; that is the
comparison to illustrate the importance of Haitian oil
compared with those of Venezuela," he explains.

"Venezuela is one of the world's largest producers of oil."

We know that large amounts of oil had been discovered in
Cuba a little over a year ago as appeared in a London
Guardian article from Saturday, October 18th 2008.

"Mother Nature, it emerged this week, appears to have
blessed the island with enough oil reserves to vault it into
the ranks of energy powers. The government announced
there may be more than 20bn barrels of recoverable oil in
offshore fields in Cuba's share of the Gulf of Mexico, more
than twice the previous estimate.

If confirmed, # puts Cuba's reserves on par with those of the
U.S. and into the world's fop 20. Drilling is expected to start
next year by Cuba's state oil company Cubapetroleo, or Cupet.

"It would change their whole equation. The government
would have more money and no longer be dependent on
foreign oil," said Kirby Jones, founder of the Washington-
based U.S.-Cuba Trade Association. "It could join the ciub
of oil exporting nations." Wrote Rory Carroll, Latin America
Coarrespondent for the Guardian.

If one looks at a map and notices that Haiti and Cuba are
only about 60 miles apart separated by the Winward
Passage, one might then assume that perhaps the two
Caribbean nations might be sitting on the same stretch of oil
field. And the plot thickens. According to the article
regarding Haitian oil: "Daniel and Ginette Malthurin indicate
that the American government had in 2005 authorized the
use of strategic reserves of the United States. The door
should be used by politicians to launch Haitian negotiations
with American companies in the context of the exploitation
of these deposits."

“The specialists contend that the govermnment of Jean Claude
Duvalier had verified the existence of a major oil field in the
Bay of Port-au-Prince shortly before his downfall."

Hmmm, intriguing. It would seem that the Pentagon's
interest in Haiti during this crisis just might stretch a bit
beyond their normal warm and fuzzy humanitarian
intentions. It feels like we've been here before. Keep your
eyes on the bouncing ball and watch for Big Oil to move into
the region shortly. Perhaps this may also serve as a wee bit
of gunboat diplomacy targeted at Cuba and, more
ominously, a back-up plan to secure reserves in the
Empire’s backyard as Obama and the War Machine get
ready to take on Venezuela. More will be revealed.d
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Haiti could have larger oil reserves
than Venezuela

www.worldoil.com

Amidst the utter devastation left in the wake of the
earthquake that rocked Haiti on January 12th, new findings
indicate the existence of 3 million barrels of oil in a shallow
formation offshore the island.

The Greater Antilles, which includes Cuba, Haiti, the
Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico and their offshore waters,
probably hold at least 142 million barrels of oil and 159
billion cubic feet of gas, according to a 2000 report by the
US Geological Survey. Undiscovered amounts may be as
high as 941 million barrels of oil and 1.2 trillion cubic feet of
gas, according to the report.

Among nations in the northern Caribbean, Cuba and
Jamaica have awarded offshore leases for oil and gas
development. Trinidad & Tobago, South American islands
off the coast of Venezuela, account for most Caribbean oil
production, according to the US Energy Department.
According to French scientist Daniel Mathurin, “The Central
Plateau, including the region of Thomond, the plain of the

cul-de-sac and the bay of Port-au-Prince are filled with oil."
He added that "Haiti's oil reserves are larger than those of
Venezuela. An Olympic pool compared to a glass of water
that is the comparison to show the importance of oil Haitian
compared to those of Venezuela."

Mathurin also stated that "We have identified 20 sites oil... 5 of
them are considered very important by practitioners and policies.”

President Hugo Chavez recently announced that he would
write off the undisclosed sum Haiti owes Venezuela for oil as
part of the ALBA bloc's plans to help the impoverished
Caribbean nation after the devastating January 12 earthquake.

"Haiti has no debt with Venezuela, just the opposite:
Venezuela has a historical debt with that nation, with that
people for whom we feel not pity but rather admiration, and
we share their faith, their hope,” Chavez said after the
extraordinary meeting of foreign ministers of the Bolivarian
Alliance for the Americas, or ALBA..

He also announced that ALBA has decided on a
comprehensive plan that includes an immediate donation of
$20 million to Haiti's heaith sector, and a fund that, Chavez
said, will be at least $100 million 'for starters.'Q

imperialist Invasion in Guise of Aid: U.S. Sends Marines to Haiti

The World Can't Wait, Friday, 15 January 2010
By Kenneth J. Theisen

The devastation and death that has occurred this week in Haiti
has made me cry as | read accounts and see pictures of the
tragedy there. The numbers of dead will likely be in the tens of
thousands, if not higher. The whole world is watching and
people want to do what they can to help the Haitian people.

But as the Haitian people suffer, the U.S. govemment is
conducting what amounts to a military invasion of a suffering
population, and accompanying this with a public relations
campaign to portray the U.S. military and U.S. imperialism
as some sort of humanitarian saviors. We must not forget
the real role played by the U.S. war machine around the
world and aiso in Haiti.
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The New York Times carried a story about the first American
ship to reach Haiti after the earthquake. The Coast Guard
cutter Forward was dispatched from the American naval
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The 82nd Airborne, the
marines, and the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson have also been
sent by the President. On the Pentagon's website today
there are 5 articles about how the U.S. military has come to
the aid of the Haitian people. The White House has stated
that Haiti is Obama's number one priority.

All this is intended to re-cast U.S. imperialism and its vast
military as a positive force in the world. We are expected to
forget the many current wars in which the U.S. is the
aggressor and the hundreds of thousands of deaths caused
by these wars. We are supposed to ignore that the
American Empire has troops deployed in over 100 nations
and patrols the seas with nuclear armed armadas to make
the world safe for U.8. imperialism.

And even the many interventions, coups, and occupations of
Haiti by the U.S. are not mentioned in the mass media. |
have not seen one article or broadcast since the earthquake
that mentioned that the U.S. invaded Haiti and occupied it
from 1915 to 1934. The U.S. imposed military rule on
Haitians for two decades, brutally suppressing any
resistance. Not one mention was made in any article that the
U.S. forces killed thousands of Haitians during this period -
people who dared to resist the foreign occupation of their
country, people caught in the crossfire, people who were
killed because they were Haitians..

The Times article that talked about ships being deployed from
Guantanamo Bay did not mention that Gitmo was previously
used in the 1990s as a detention center to imprison H IV-
infected Haitians who were seeking asylum in the U.S. The
article mentioned that the Coast Guard cutter was there to
assist in the relief effort of Haiti, but did not mention the many
years that the Coast Guard has been patrolling the sea to
keep Haitian refugees from reaching U.S. shores. As a result
of these patrols and U.S. immigration policies, thousands of
Haitians have perished at sea trying to make a better life for
themselves and their families.

The mainstream media has also failed to mention the violent
overthrow and forced exile of Haiti's democratically elected
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide at the hands of the U.S.
imperialist in 2003. The years of the U.S. supported dictatorship
of the Duvalier regime are also left out of current media reports
of the "humanitarian mission” of the U.S. military.

Some would say that all this is not relevant at this time. After
all this is merely a "natural disaster.” While it is true that
nature led to the earthquake, the extent of the death and
destruction is not natural. The poverty of Haiti is not natural.
The lack of properly constructed buildings which collapsed
in the earthquake is not natural. The poor infrastructure
which inhibits the relief of Haiti is not natural. The
inadequate health structure is not natural and this has led to
unnecessary death after the earthquake. All these are
directly caused by the hundreds of years of imperialist
. domination inflicted upon the Haitian people.

it is not the purpose of this article to detail all the oppression
of the Haitian people at the hands of the imperialists, but Haiti
did not come to be one of the poorest nations in the world" by
accident or because Haitians are lazy. Most of the people of
Haiti are the descendants of slaves forcibly removed from

Africa hundreds of years ago. The Haitian people who have
frequently risen to demand freedom for themselves and their
nation have been repeatedly put down by military force,
including the brutal force of the U.S. military.

Over the last century, the Haitian people have been directly
governed by the U.S. or by U.S.-supported repressive
governments for most of that time. Occupation forces have
at different times included the U.S. marines and army and
even U.N. forces. The underdevelopment of Haiti is a direct
result of U.S. imperialism. That underdevelopment is a large
reason that this earthquake has resulted in so much
destruction. But you will not hear that story from the U.S.
propagandists. instead over the coming weeks we will hear
how generous the U.S. is in providing aid to the country.

We will see stories of the U.S. troops handing out food to
the Haitians or unloading cargo plains with relief supplies.
We will see crocodile tears from U.S. officials who are
"concerned” about the devastation in that tiny nation. But do
not forget that much of that devastation is also the
responsibility of the U.S. government. And do not forget the
real role of the U.S war machine — to enforce the domination
of U.S. imperialism over the worid.’

Bush, Clinton and the Crimes
of U.S. Imperialism in Haiti

by Patrick Martin
Global Research

The Obama administration has announced that former
presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush will head the

! “Even as people were still being pulled out alive from demolished
buildings, U.S. and U.N. officials insisted that further rescue
operations were hopeless. At the very least saving lives has not
been the priority of the U.S. intervention in Haiti... The cargo planes
that are bringing in U.S. military personnel and supplies, it should
be noted, fly back empty.” Bill Van Auken, World Socialist Website










































































































